Digital Literacies 2011: Getting started with WordPress 

Go to http://www.wordpress.com and Click on ‘Get started here’ and fill in the form Note: your blog address and username must be unique (if someone else has already used it, you can’t) and it cannot be changed once you have selected it. Select the free wordpress.com option.
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Note the Terms of Service!

• Responsibility of Contributors 
• Copyright Infringement and DMCA Policy 
• Intellectual Property 
• Miscellaneous 
Click on sign up 
Follow the instructions! It’s as easy as signing up to any other kind of web service.

Navigating your blog
When you are logged into the Dashboard of your blog (the back end) you will see a menu on the left of the screen like the one below. The functions of each tab are listed.
 (
Press 
This
 and other tools
) (
All of the settings for your 
blog
 – see below
) (
Changing the look and layout of your 
blog
 – see below
) (
Adding and managing users
) (
Uploading and managing media files
) (
Managing comments
) (
Adding people to your 
blogroll
) (
Writing and managing pages
) (
Writing and managing posts
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Changing your settings
The first thing that you should do is change your settings. Under Settings select General
[image: ] (
Set the time and date!
) (
An optional description
 here
) (
YOUR
 BLOG NAME HERE
)

You can also set your privacy settings by clicking on Settings >Privacy and choosing which level of privacy you want.
Customising your blog
What is a theme?
Fundamentally, the WordPress Theme system is a way to "skin" your weblog. Yet, it is more than just a "skin." Skinning your site implies that only the design is changed. WordPress Themes can provide much more control over the look and presentation of the material on your website.
A WordPress Theme is a collection of files that work together to produce a graphical interface with an underlying unifying design for a weblog. These files are called template files. A Theme modifies the way the site is displayed, without modifying the underlying software or content – so you can change your theme and all of the material in your site will still be there but it will look different. Themes may include customized template files, image files (*.jpg, *.gif), style sheets (*.css), custom Pages, as well as any necessary code files (*.php). 
You will want to customise your theme. Wordpress makes this easy by letting you choose a theme from one of a selection of installed themes. If you want to have more choice, you will need to host your own installation of wordpress on a separate hosting service. You can change your theme by selecting Manage under the Appearance tab.
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Different themes have different levels of configurability. You’ll notice above that the theme options listed beside the theme are quite extensive. The things you’ll probably want to change are the background and the header. This is easy to do if the theme that you have chosen allows it. The other thing to look for is a widget-ready theme.
Widgets
Widgets allow you to customise the content on your blog. You don’t need to understand code to be able to use them – they are drag and drop! To configure the widgets on your blog select, Appearance and Widgets. Different themes will give you access to different widgets.
The widgets screen will look something like this.
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Just drag the widgets you want to the spaces available on the right of the screen, configure them and voila.
Other Media to Consider 
Remember! You are a node in a network not the Lone Ranger. What makes networked media so exciting is its capacity to link you to other people and other media.
Wordpress enables you to embed content from other online sources. It also allows you to aggregate your social media presence on your blog. The options are more limited if you are using wordpress.com as the host for your blog than if you are selfhosting. Some of the services you can include are as follows:
Twitter – most themes allow you to display your most recent tweets using a widget
Facebook – you can share a variety of information from Facebook using badges – see https://www.facebook.com/badges/ for details
Flickr – you can embed a feed of images into your blog from Flickr
Vodpod – You can create a favourites list in vodpod (get an account here http://vodpod.com/) and then use the Vodpod widget to embed them in your blog. Note: Vodpod doesn’t host the videos – it merely aggregates your favourites.
Delicious – although many people are now using other services, delicious is still an excellent way for you to store and share your bookmarks. It is also the only social bookmarking service with a widget on wordpress.com (self hosted sites can have Diigo, StumbleUpon and so on). You can then add a feed from your delicious account to your blog. You need to go to http://www.delicious.com/ and set up an account.
RSS Feeds – most sites have a RealSimpleSyndication feed that you can link to from your own site. When you find a feed from a site that you like, you can a RSS widget to add a list of links to the latest articles from that site. For example, see http://feeds.guardian.co.uk/theguardian/profile/charliebrooker/rss

Why do you have more choice when selfhosting?
When you self host your wordpress blog (that is, install wordpress on a server that you have access to), you are able to install new themes, plugins and widgets that you may not have access to through the free wordpress.com site. This means that you can customise your wordpress site to look and act exactly the way that you want. Here are the pros and cons according to the experts – wordpress! Mind you, they are biased! 
WordPress.com Benefits
· It’s free and much easier to setup
· Everything is taken care of: setup, upgrades, spam, backups, security, etc
· Your blog is on hundreds of servers, so it’s highly unlikely it will go down due to traffic
· Your posts are backed up automatically
· You get extra traffic from blogs of the day and tags
· You can find like-minded bloggers using tag and friend surfer
· Your login is secure (SSL) so no one can get into your account if you use wifi
WordPress.com Cons
· We provide 100+ themes (and adding more every day) which you can modify and edit the CSS, but you cannot run a custom theme*
· You can’t hack the PHP code behind your blog
· You can’t upload plugins
WordPress.org Benefits
· Ability to upload themes
· Ability to upload plugins
· Great community
· Complete control to change code if you’re technically minded
WordPress.org Cons
· You need a good web host, which generally costs $7-12 a month, or thousands of dollars per month for a high traffic site
· Requires more technical knowledge to set up and run
· You’re responsible for stopping spam
· You have to handle backups
· You must upgrade the software manually when a new version comes out
· If you get a huge spike in traffic (like Digg or Slashdot) your site will probably go down unless you have a robust hosting setup
NOTE!!! You DO NOT HAVE TO self host either of your blogs for this assignment or the major assignment! If you decide to in the future, you can export you whole wordpress.com site easily and not lose any content.
Further Reading
“Unemployed journalist or j-student? Why you need a portfolio site—and how WordPress can help” by Joshua Lynch, http://tinyurl.com/3sgtzk7
“10 Steps To The Perfect Portfolio Website”, Smashing Magazine, http://tinyurl.com/cv5vcy
Some sample journo folios
http://edesposti.com/
http://www.jasonboswell.com/
http://mattflener.com/
And a portfolio site http://www.theloop.com.au/portfolios/Journalism (one of many now available)
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